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ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1900. 


To  the  Chairman  ayid  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Co2incil  of  Ormskirk . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Twenty-sixth 
Annual  Report  of  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Ormskirk 
for  the  year  1900. 

BIRTHS. 

The  Births  registered  during  the  year  were  222  (114  males  and 
108  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  35 ‘4  per  1000,  as  compared 
with  210,  or  33*3  per  1000  the  previous  year,  being  12  more  than 
those  registered  for  the  year  1899. 

The  following  table  shows  the  births  during  each  quarter  of 
the  year : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

March  Quarter  ... 

32 

28 

60 

June  ,, 

34 

24 

58 

September,, 

25 

22 

47 

December  ,, 

23 

34 

57 

Totals  ... 

114 

108 

222 

DEATHS. 


The  Deaths  registered  during 

the  same  period 

were 

223, 

consisting  of  123  males  and 

100 

females, 

giving  a 

O  O 

death-rate  of 

35-2  per  1000,  as  against  32-0 

per 

1000  the 

previous  year. 

The  following  table  shows 
quarter  of  the  year  : — 

the 

number 

of  deaths 

during 

each. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

March  Quarter  ... 

•  •  • 

32 

29 

61 

June  ,, 

•  •  • 

30 

27 

57 

September,, 

•  •  • 

30 

27 

57 

December  ,, 

... 

31 

17 

48 

Totals 

•  •  • 

123 

100 

223 
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DEATHS  FROM  ZYMOTICS  FROf^l  1800 
TO  1900  EXCLUSIVE. 


Measles  . . . 


Typhoid 
Fever  ... 


Diphtheria. 


Scarlet 
Fever  ... 


Diarrhoea  .. 


Whooping 
Cough  ... 


Total 

Deaths... 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

8 

... 

•  •  • 

5 

... 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

•  <  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

2 

11 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

10 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

3 

2 

2 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

9 

4 

7 

7 

11 

7 

8 

1 

2 

•  ••  r 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

7 

14 

12 

2 

16 

11 

14 

17 

20 

18 

9 

10 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  Zymotic  diseases  during 
the  year  caused  10  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  P5  per  1000, 
against  9,  or  1*4  per  1000  last  year. 


The  Zymotic  mortality  has  again  been  low.  Whooping  Cough, 
which  was  prevalent  in  June,  July,  and  August,  was  responsible 
for  all  the  deaths  except  3,  ie.,  Measles,  2,  and  Diarrhoea,  1,  two 
of  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  Courts. 


Total  No.  of  deaths  from  all  sources 
Deaths  in  the  Workhouse 
Deaths  in  District,  exclusive  of  Workhouse... 
Deaths  of  Persons  in  District  not  belonging 
thereto  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death  of  persons  belonging  to  District 
Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 
Deaths  in  Courts 


223  or  35-2  per  1000. 
91  „  14-4 
132  „  20-9 

71  „  11-1 
152  „  24-1 
10  „  1-5 

26  „  4-1 


The  Infantile  mortality  for  children  under  one  year  was  at  the 
rate  of  4-2  per  1000. 
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DEATHS,  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  during  Year  1900. 


Deaths  in  whole  District  at  subjoined  Ages.J  Deaths 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Undet 

1. 

1  and 

5  and 

i 

15  and  25  and 

65  and 

IN 

Public 

under 

under 

under 

under 

up- 

Institu 

ages. 

5. 

15. 

25. 

65. 

wards. 

tions. 

Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

9 

aJ 

Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and  mem- 

7 

7 

branous  croup. 

Croup 

/Typhus 

Fever-j  Enteric 

l  Other  continued 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 
Cholera 

6 

1 

3 

2 

3 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  septic  diseases. . . 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular  di- 

26 

2 

24 

15 

sease. 

Cancer,  malignant  di- 

sease. 

6 

3 

3 

5 

Bronchitis 

21 

6 

2 

6 

7 

7 

Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

8 

4 

3 

1 

piratory  organs. 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Alcoholism  ) 

q 

o 

9 

Cirrhosis  of  liver  j 
Venereal  diseases 

0 

o 

JU 

Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 

1 

1 

of  parturition. 

2 

O 

W 

Heart  diseases 

31 

1 

2 

15 

13 

18 

Accidents 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Suicides 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

96 

13 

IT 

3 

29 

34 

37 

All  causes... 

223 

27 

32 

7 

3 

91 

63 

91 
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DEATHS  IN  COURTS  AND  ALLEYS. 

Daring  the  year  26  Deaths  have  been  registered  in  Courts 
enumerated  as  follows  : — - 


Street.  No.  of  Court. 

Age. 

Cause  of  Death. 

Total. 

Derby  Street . 

5  .... 

..  15  .... 

. .  Phthisis  . 

1 

Wigan  Road  . 

.  2  ... 

..  33  .... 

..  Bronchitis  . 

1 

'  21  ... 

..  29  .... 

..  Influenza . 

24  ... 

...  5  ... 

..  Convulsions . 

22  ... 

...  72  ... 

..  Heart  Disease . 

Aughton  Street  . -{ 

Dshire 
Yard  "• 

...  64  ... 

..  Accident  . 

►  8 

4  ... 

..  Debility  from  Birth 

•  •  • 

4  ... 

...  3  ,.. 

..  Tabes  Mesenterica.. 

4  ... 

...  54  ... 

. .  Hemiplegia . 

,  18  ... 

...  62  ... 

..  Bronchitis  . 

1  ... 

..  28  ... 

. ..  Phthisis  . . 

> 

) 

Southport  Road  . < 

i  Thomp. 

1  Yard 

...  1  ... 

...  Broncho-pneumonia 

t 

3 

1  ... 

...  1  ... 

. ...  Convulsions . 

) 

•Chapel  Street  . 

6  ... 

...  49  ... 

. ..  Bronchitis  . 

. .  Bronchitis  . . 

« 

i2 

5  ... 

. .  Convulsions . 

| 

Burscough  Street . 

14  ... 

...  73  ... 

. ..  Paralysis . 

• 

3 

.  14  ... 

. . .  Debility  from  Birth 

1 

1  5  ... 

...  63  ... 

. . .  Rheumatism  . 

) 

Moor  Street . 

5  ... 

...  2  ... 

. ..  Whooping  Cough  .. 

3 

!  5  ... 

...  72  ... 

. ..  Heart  Disease . 

s 

1  2  ... 

...  45  ... 

...  Heart  Disease . 

Church  Street  . 

4  ... 

...10  days.. 

. . .  Convulsions  . 

[  3 

!  5  ... 

1  ... 

. . .  Marasmus  . 

\  2  ... 

...  1  ... 

...  Whooping  Cough  .. 

!  2 

Hants  Lane  . 

i  5  ... 

...  4  ... 

. . .  Tabes  Mesenterica . . 

r 

Total . 26 


The  above  gives  a  death-rate  of  4*1  per  1000  on  the  population 
of  last  census,  viz.,  6298,  or  20  per  1000  on  the  census  of  the 
courts  taken  October  24th,  1898,  which  amounts  to  1298. 


INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS. 

Twenty-seven  new  cases  of  infectious  sickness  were  notified 
during  the  year,  as  against  19  the  previous  year,  enumerated  as 
follows:  Scarlet  Fever,  11;  Diphtheria,  4;  Erysipelas,  12. 


INFECTIOUS  HOSPITAL. 

Eight  cases  were  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  all  being  Scarlet 
Fever,  3  more  than  the  previous  year. 

The  Steam  Disinfector  was  used  8  times  for  the  disinfection 
of  clothes,  bedding,  &c.,  and  13  houses  were  fumigated  and  stoved. 


BAKEHOUSES,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES, 
AND  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  above  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  found  satis¬ 
factory. 


SANITARY  MATTERS. 

The  courts  and  alleys  of  the  town  "have  been  kept  as  clean  as 
circumstances  will  permit,  875  visits  have  been  made,  each  court 
being  visited  on  an  average  once  every  fourteen  days.  Owing  to 
the  defective  pavements  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  keep  the  surface 
as  clean  and  free  from  lodgment  of  waste  matter  as  could  be 
desired.  This  very  important  subject  is  occupying  the  attention 
of  the  Council,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  ensuing  year  will  see  a 
great  improvement.  Notices  to  abate  nuisances  have  been  served 
in  ten  cases,  but  in  addition  thereto  many  letters  have  been 
written  and  interviews  held  with  a  view  to  effecting  sanitary 
improvements.  A  considerable  number  of  houses  in  the  courts  and 
alleys  are  now  unoccupied,  and  there  are  no  cases  of  overcrowding 
that  have  come  under  the  notice  of  the  Council’s  officials. 

NIGHTSOIL  DISPOSAL. 

This  question  has  now  assumed  considerable  proportions  and 
cannot  yet  be  said  to  have  been  dealt  with  in  a  thoroughly 
satisfactory  manner ;  the  prevalence  of  privy  middens  is  not 
conducive  to  a  systematic  collection  of  house  refuse  being  adopted, 
and  until  each  street  or  district  is  visited  at  regular  and  frequent 
intervals  it  is  feared  that  not  much  improvement  will  be  effected. 
At  present  the  town  is  partly  served  with  dry  ashpits  and  partly 
with  privy  middens,  some  of  the  latter  roofed  and  others  unroofed. 
The  consequence  is  that  most  of  the  work  has  to  be  done  in  the 
night  time  to  prevent  the  nuisance  of  wheeling  wet  privy  refuse 
into  the  streets  during  the  day.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the 
abolition  of  privy  middens  is  steadily  going  on,  and  the  substitution 
of  dry  ash  receptacles  is  now  looked  upon  by  property  owners 
in  a  favourable  light,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  that  as  soon  as 
the  Council  have  decided  to  approve  of  some  definite  form  of 
dry  ash  receptacles  that  the  work  of  conversion  will  follow  without 
much  opposition. 


The  owners  of  property  are  evidently  desirous  of  improving 
the  condition  of  the  courts  and  alleys,  as  many  of  them  have 
approached  the  Council’s  Surveyor  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
information  as  to  how  to  proceed.  Their  request  has,  however, 
not  yet  been  complied  with,  because  the  Counoil  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  better  to  defer  the  matter  until  a  complete  scheme  is 
ready  dealing  with  the  whole  of  the  town. 

WATER. 

The  yield  of  water  has  been  ample,  59,379,770  gallons  being 
pumped,  giving  an  average  of  23 3  gallons  per  head  per  day  of 
the  population  supplied. 

SEWER  FLUSHING  AND  VENTILATION. 

The  flushing  cart  has  been  used  from  time  to  time  as  occasion 
required,  and  notwithstanding  the  excessive  dryness  of  the  season, 
very  few  complaints  have  been  received  as  to  sewer  smells.  The 
provision  of  underground  automatic  flushing  chambers  at  the 
summits  of  the  various  sewers  has  been  strongly  advised,  and  will 
no  doubt  receive  due  consideration  by  the  Council. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  work  at  the  Sewage  Farm  is  now  completed  so  far  as 
regards  the  disposal  of  the  effluent  which  continues  to  maintain 
the  high  standard  of  its  purity,  and  gives  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Sewage  Disposal  difficulty  is  solved  for  Ormskirk.  During 
last  year  the  outfall  and  subsidence  tanks  have  been  completely 
fenced  round  by  a  fence  7  feet  high ;  an  ornamental  shrubbery 
planted  in  front  and  a  number  of  tall  trees. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  INQUIRY. 

On  the  19th  of  December  W.  W.  E.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  M.B.,  held 
an  inquiry  on  the  application  of  the  Councils  of  Ormskirk  and 
Lathom  and  Burscough  for  the  formation  of  a  Joint  Hospital 
Board.  Sanction  has  not  yet  been  received,  but  the  negotiations 
are  in  course  of  progress,  and  it  is  expected  will  be  concluded  to 
the  satisfaction  of  both  Councils. 

NEW  STREET  AND  PROPERTY. 

During  the  year  the  Council  passed  plans  for  the  erection 
of  15  new  buildings  in  addition  to  alterations  and  improvements 
to  existing  buildings. 
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Last  vear  about  50  of  the  cottages  included  in  the  Surveyor's 
Report  as  unfit  for  habitation  have  ceased  to  be  occupied, 
pending  the  decision  of  the  Council  to  acquire  the  same  for  the 
improvement  of  the  adjacent  areas. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  there  has  been  a  marked  advance  on  the 
part  of  the  Council  to  cope  with  the  principal  causes  of  the 
preventible  diseases  of  the  death-rate ;  and  although  no  very 
great  change  will  be  seen  for  some  time,  yet  the  recognition  and 
acknowledgment  by  the  Council  that  certain  insanitary  conditions 
are  the  principal  causes  of  certain  diseases,  along  with  a  desire 
to  check  such  conditions,  will  not  be  without  good  effect  upon  the 
town  in  the  future. 


I  remain, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  ANDERTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


INSANITARY  PROPERTY  COMMITTEE 


ON  THE 


COURTS  AND  ALLEYS  OF  THE  TOWN, 

P resented  to  the  Council ,  Nov.  6th,  1900 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Ormskirk. 


Gentlemen, 

The  Insanitary  Property  Committee  instruct  me  to  submit 
the  following  Report  dealing  with  the  various  Courts  and  Alleys  of 
the  Town. 

The  Committee  have  from  time  to  time  met  and  inspected  the 
whole  of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  report,  and  have  carefully 
considered  each  lot  on  its  merits.  They  have  further  with  a  view 
to  assisting  the  Council  to  arrive  at  a  proper  decision  in  the  matter, 
to  some  extent  foreshadowed  what  works  will  probably  be  required 
to  effect  a  permanent  improvement  in  the  locality. 

The  Committee  are  in  favour  of  paying  such  compensation  as 
is  equitable  for  the  property  proposed  to  be  demolished,  due  regard 
being  given  to  the  condition  of  the  property. 

They  wish  to  point  out  that  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  states  pretty  clearly  the  basis  upon  which  the 
amount  of  compensation  it  is  necessary  to  pay  in  various  cases  is 
to  be  arrived  at,  and  upon  such  basis  an  estimate  has  been  prepared, 
from  which  it  appears  that  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
borrow  a  sum  of  about  £3,500,  in  order  to  carry  out  the  recom¬ 
mendation  Si 
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The  Committee  are  aware  that  the  actual  works  to  be  done 
will  have  to  be  the  subject  of  a  scheme  for  the  improvement  of 
each  area,  to  be  prepared  at  the  direction  of  the  Council  and 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they  trust  that 
the  Council  will  adopt  this  report,  and  direct  a  scheme  to  be 
prepared  and  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  carry  out  the  same. 

The  Committee  advise  the  Council  that  the  closeness,  narrowness, 
bad  arrangement,  bad  condition  of  the  buildings  mentioned  in  the 
report  and  the  want  of  light,  air,  ventilation  and  proper  con¬ 
veniences,  is  dangerous  and  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants,  either  of  the  said  buildings  or  of  the  neighbouring  buildings, 
and  that  the  demolition  or  the  re-construction  and  re-arrangement 
of  the  said  buildings  is  necessary  to  remedy  the  said  evils,  and  that 
the  area  comprising  each  block  of  those  buildings  dealt  with  in  the 
report,  and  the  yards,  outhouses,  and  appurtenances  thereof  and  the 
site  thereof,  is  too  small  to  be  dealt  with  as  an  unhealthy  area 
under  Part  I.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  following  is  the  property  referred  to  : — 

CHURCH  STREET. 

Court  No.  3. — Makinsoris  Yard . — Originally  there  were  7 
cottages  in  this  yard,  but  5  of  them  have  been  closed  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation,  and  the  Committee  suggest  that  it  would  be 
best  to  demolish  the  two  now  remaining  which  are  in  occupation. 

Court  No.  5. — Mill  Yard. — There  are  14  cottages  in  this  yard, 
which  is  approached  through  a  covered  archway  by  means  of  a 
boulder  paved  roadway  in  a  bad  state  of  repair.  The  4  Cottages, 
Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  on  the  south  side  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition, 
quite  worn  out  and  incapable  of  being  made  fit  for  human 
habitation ;  these  the  Committee  think  should  be  demolished. 
Nos,  6,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10  have  been  considerably  improved,  and 
the  Committee  suggest  that  subject  to  the  approach  being  made 
good  and  any  other  necessary  sanitary  improvements  being  carried 
out,  that  they  be  allowed  to  remain.  Nos.  11,  12,  13,  and  14 
are  low  lying,  and  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
best  to  cause  the  same  to  be  demolished.  Six  of  the  cottages  were 
empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  4. —  Wright’s  Yard. — There  are  12  cottages  and  one 
cottage  converted  into  a  store-room  situated  in  this  court.  On  the 
date  of  the  Committee’s  inspection  only  four  of  the  cottages  were 
tenanted,  the  windows  and  doors  were  mostly  broken  and  the 
property  was  in  a  bad  state  of  repair.  The  Committee  suggest  that  it 
would  be  best  to  demolish  the  whole  of  the  property  in  this  court. 


Court  No.  2. — Snig's  Foot  Yard. — There  are  9  cottages  in  this 
yard  all  of  them  occupied  and  in  a  good  state  of  repair  at  the  time 
of  the  inspection.  The  objectionable  feature  of  this  court  is  owing 
to  its  being  situated  practically  at  the  rear  of  the  hotel  and 
approached  by  the  same  cartway  as  leads  to  the  hotel  yard  and  the 
adjoining  brewery. 

The  Committee  think  there  is  an  insufficiency  of  air  space  and 
that  it  would  be  best  to  demolish  the  five  cottages  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8, 
and  9.  The  Committee  were  pleased  to  note  that  a  considerable 
improvement  had  been  effected  as  regards  the  paving,  con¬ 
veniences,  &c.,  of  those  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  remain. 

The  above  property  was  inspected  on  the  28th  August  last. 


AUGHTON  STREET. 

Court  No.  1. —  White  Bull  Yard. — There  are  five  cottages  in  this 
yard,  which  is  situated  at  the  back  of  the  White  Bull  Inn.  The 
occupants  of  same  have  to  pass  the  flagstone  urinal  belonging  to 
the  inn,  in  order  to  get  to  their  homes,  the  yard  is  paved  with 
boulders  and  is  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair.  The  cottages  are 
worn  out,  dilapidated,  and  have  no  means  of  through  ventilation, 
and  the  Committee  suggest  that  they  should  be  demolished.  Four 
of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  5. — There  are  only  two  cottages  in  this  yard,  both 
occupied,  the  surface  of  which  is  paved  with  boulders  and  the 
Committee  suggest  that  the  owner  be  approached  with  a  view  to 
closing  the  cottages  and  thus  ridding  the  town  of  one  of  the  courts. 

Court  No.  9. — There  are  11  cottages  in  this  yard  all  without 
means  of  through  ventilation.  They  are  approached  by  means  of 
a  narrow  covered  entry,  and  as  they  cannot  be  made  reasonably 
fit  for  habitation,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  should 
be  demolished. 

Two  of  these  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  11. — There  is  only  one  cottage  in  this  court  and  the 
Committee  suggest  that  if  the  recommendations  of  the  Council 
contained  in  the  circular  dated  12th  March  are  carried  out  that  the 
cottage  might  be  allowed  to  remain. 

Court  No.  19. — There  are  now  only  six  cottages  left  in  this 
yard,  and  owing  to  the  closeness  and  want  of  light  and  air  the 
Committee  suggest  that  the  four  on  the  south  side,  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  and 
6  should  be  demolished.  One  cottage  was  empty  at  date  of  visit. 
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Court  No.  21. — There  are  23  cottages  in  this  court,  15  of  them 
which  are  situated  nearest  to  Aughton-street  being  very  much 
crowded  together,  10  of  these  have  no  proper  means  of  through 
ventilation.  The  Committee  suggest  that  Nos.  3,  4,  8,  9,  10,  11, 
14,  and  15  should  be  demolished  and  re-arranged  so  as  to  provide 
proper  air  space,  through  ventilation,  and  yards  to  the  cottages 
Nos.  5,  6,  7,  12  and  13,  which  are  situated  in  front  of  same. 
Three  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

The  above  cottages  were  inspected  on  the  14th  September  last. 

Court  No.  4. — Darbyshire  s  Yard. — This  yard  has  received 
considerable  attention  during  the  past  year,  and  has  been  re-sewered 
and  the  boulder  pavement  taken  out  and  proper  setts  substituted. 

The  cottages  have  been  put  into  a  good  state  of  repair,  the 
flagging  of  the  yards,  the  conveniences  and  other  sanitary  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  attended  to,  and  the  Committee  suggest  no  further 
action  as  regards  this  court.  None  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at 
date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  6.  —  Dye  Rouse  Yard. — There  are  seven  cottages  in 
this  yard  which  has  plenty  of  open  space  about  it,  but  as  the  two 
cottages  on  the  right  hand  side  are  without  proper  ventilation  and 
cannot  reasonably  be  made  fit  for  human  habitation,  the  Committee 
suggest  that  they  should  be  demolished. 

The  paving  of  the  unpaved  area,  sanitary  conveniences,  &c., 
should  be  attended  to,  after  doing  which  the  Committee  think  the 
remaining  five  cottages  may  be  allowed  to  remain.  One  of  the 
cottages  was  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  8. — Jacksons  Yard. — Formerly  there  were  eight 
cottages  in  this  yard,  now  there  are  five  left ;  as  four  of  these  are 
without  means  of  through  ventilation,  and  are  obstructive  to  the 
free  air  space  of  the  adjoining  property,  the  Committee  suggest 
that  they  should  be  demolished. 

The  Council’s  requirements  as  to  paving,  conveniences,  etc., 
should  be  enforced  as  regards  any  that  are  allowed  to  remain.  One 
of  the  cottages  was  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  10. — Robin  Hood  Yard. — This  yard,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Committee,  presents  some  of  the  worst  features  of  any  in 
the  town.  It  is  approached  by  means  of  a  long  narrow  covered 
entry  about  three  feet  wide,  leading  past  the  urinal  and  con¬ 
veniences  of  the  Piobin  Hood  beerhouse,  and  the  Committee  can 
suggest  no  other  remedy  than  demolishing  the  whole  of  the 
cottages,  which  are  worn  out,  dilapidated,  and  quite  insanitary. 
One  of  the  cottages  was  empty  at  date  of  visit. 
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Court  No.  12. — There  are  two  cottages  in  this  court,  both 
occupied  and  built  upon  what  is  evidently  the  back  land  of  the 
property  fronting  the  street ;  the  property  is  approached  by  means 
of  a  narrow  covered  entry  which  the  Committee  consider  is  very 
objectionable  for  many  reasons,  and  as  the  property  is  without 
means  of  through  ventilation  and  otherwise  insanitary,  the 
Committee  suggest  the  closing  and  demolition  of  the  same. 

Court  No.  18. — There  are  seven  cottages  in  this  yard,  which  is 
situated  at  the  back  of  a  beerhouse  and  is  approached  by  means  of 
a  narrow  covered  entry.  The  cottages  are  in  a  wretched  condition, 
crowded  together  and  in  a  very  insanitary  condition,  and  the 
Committee  suggest  that  they  be  demolished.  Three  of  the  cottages 
were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  20. — Woods'  Square. — There  are  10  cottages  in  this 
Court,  of  which  three  only  are  in  any  way  capable  of  being 
rendered  lit  for  habitation. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  the  seven  cottages  referred  to  as 
being  unlit  for  habitation  should  be  demolished,  and  that  the 
three  remaining  should  be  put  into  a  proper  sanitary  condition, 
and  the  site  of  three  of  the  cottages  in  Court  18  should  be  added 
to  them  to  form  proper  yards.  Eight  of  the  cottages  were  empty 
at  date  of  v  isit. 

Court  No.  22. — There  are  14  cottages  in  this  Court,  nine  of 
which  cannot  reasonably  be  made  lit  for  occupation,  and  the 
Committee  suggest  the  demolition  of  the  nine,  and  that  the  site 
of  four  of  the  cottages  in  Court  20  be  added  to  the  live  in  the 
form  of  yards.  None  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  24. — Greyhound  Yard. — There  are  32  cottages  in 
this  yard,  most  of  them  being  modern,  in  good  condition,  and 
tenanted  by  a  very  respectable  class  of  tenants.  The  great  objection, 
as  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Copeman  in  his  report,  is  the  approach  to 
the  yard,  which  is  past  the  back  door  and  conveniences  of  the 
Greyhound  Inn. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  the 
entrance  to  this  yard  should  be  improved,  and  in  dealing  with 
Court  22  have  taken  this  into  consideration.  In  fact,  the  schemes 
for  dealing  with  Courts  18,  20,  22,  and  24  are  intermixed  and 
might  very  properly  be  included  in  one  scheme,  as  will  be  seen  on 
reference  to  the  plan  accompanying  this  report.  To  improve  the 
approach  to  the  Greyhound  Yard  and  the  live  cottages  in  Court  22 
it  is  suggested  that  the  shop  No.  92,  A  ugh  ton-street  should  be 
acquired  and  pulled  down  so  as  to  provide  space  for  a  roadway 
leading  to  Court  24  ;  the  yard  to  the  Greyhound  Inn  should  be 
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walled  in  as  shewn.  In  Court  24  it  is  suggested  by  the  Committee 
that  the  first  five  cottages  which  have  no  means  of  through 
ventilation  should  be  demolished  so  as  to  enable  the  roadway  to  be 
constructed  and  the  re-arrangement  of  the  property  in  Court  22 
to  be  effected.  The  sight  of  the  three  cottages  at  the  top  end  of 
Court  22,  which  is  suggested  should  be  demolished,  might  be 
added  to  the  four  cottages  in  Greyhound  Yard  so  as  to  convert 
them  into  through  houses.  The  plan  will  explain  the  intention 
of  the  Committee,  who  further  advise  the  Council  to  insist  in  the 
case  of  the  remaining  property  upon  the  proper  paving  of  the 
yards  and  the  carrying  out  of  the  other  requirements  contained  in 
the  Council’s  recommendations.  None  of  the  cottages  were  empty 
at  date  of  visit. 

The  Committee  inspected  the  above  property  on  the  18th 
September  last. 


BURSCOUGH  STREET. 

Court  No.  1. — This  court  contains  two  cottages,  which  are 
situate  in  close  proximity  to  a  stable  and  disused  slaughter-house, 
and  the  Committee  suggest  that  the  same  be  demolished. 

Court  No.  3. — There  are  two  empty  cottages  in  this  court,  and 
the  Committee  suggest  that  the  Council  take  whatever  steps  are 
required  to  prevent  the  same  being  again  occupied  as  dwellings. 

Court  No.  5.  —  Thomases  Yard. — This  is  a  fairly  open  yard,  but 
very  badly  paved  with  boulders.  There  are  ten  cottages,  two  of 
which  are  worn  out  and  dilapidated,  and  without  any  means  of 
through  ventilation. 

The  Committee  suggest  the  demolition  of  Nos.  2,  5,  9,  and  10, 
in  order  to  make  additional  free  air  space  and  to  enable  three 
of  the  remaining  six  to  be  converted  into  through  houses.  All  the 
houses  would  then  have  free  air  space  and  through  ventilation, 
and  the  Committee  suggest  that  the  requirements  of  the  Council 
be  enforced.  None  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  11. — There  are  three  cottages,  stabling,  etc.,  in  this 
Court,  which  is  approached  by  means  of  a  narrow  covered  entry. 
The  cottages  are  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  and  the  yard,  paving,  and 
general  sanitary  arrangements  are  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  Committee  advise  that  the  cottage  No.  4,  immediately 
behind  No.  81,  Burscough  street,  together  with  the  buildings  now 
used  as  a  cowshed,  should  be  demolished  and  the  requirements 
of  the  Council  be  enforced.  One  of  the  cottages  was  empty  at 
date  of  visit. 


16 


Court  No.  14. — The  Woolyard . — There  are  12  cottages  in  this 
yard,  which  is  serai-rural  in  character,  and  the  Committee  advise 
that  the  Council’s  requirements  should  be  enfored  as  regards  the 
pavings,  conveniences,  etc.  Two  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at 
date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  12.— There  is  only  one  single-storeyed  cottage  in 
this  yard,  and  the  Committee  advise  that  it  would  be  advisable 
to  make  the  same  into  a  two-storeyed  dwelling  and  enforce  the 
Council’s  requirements. 

Court  No.  8. — Benson's  Yard. — There  are  10  cottages  in  this 
yard,  and  the  Committee  advise  that  the  cottage  No.  i  should  be 
demolished  in  order  to  provide  more  air  space,  and  that  the 
Council’s  requirements  as  to  paving,  ventilation,  conveniences,  etc., 
be  enforced.  None  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

The  above  properties  were  inspected  on  the  21st  September  last. 


MOOR  STREET. 

Court  No.  5. — Prescott's  Yard. — There  are  35  cottages  in  this 
yard,  six  of  which  have  been  closed  on  the  representation  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  but  none  of  them  have  been  demolished. 
There  are  altogether  11  empty  cottages  in  this  yard,  which  is  a 
very  open  one.  The  approach  to  the  same  is  objectionable,  more 
especially  having  regard  to  the  number  of  people  who  inhabit 
the  court. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  the  six  cottages,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  14, 
33,  and  34,  which  have  already  been  condemned,  should  be 
demolished;  also  to  provide  more  free  air  space  that  Nos.  23,  35, 
36,  and  37  should  be  demolished ;  and  that  the  Council’s  require¬ 
ments  as  to  paving,  conveniences,  etc.,  should  be  enforced  as 
regards  the  remainder. 

Court  No.  7 .—Black  Bear  Yard. — Contains  four  cottages  which 
have  been  condemned,  and  the  Committee  suggest  that  they  should 
be  demolished. 

Court  No.  6. — Banks's  Yard. — This  is  a  narrow  court  or  alley 
devoid  of  a  sufficiency  of  air  space  and  light.  Formerly  there 
were  six  or  seven  cottages,  but  those  on  the  left  hand  side  have 
been  added  to  the  cottages  fronting  Moorgate,  very  much  to  the 
improvement  of  the  same.  The  three  cottages  remaining  are  quite 
unlit  for  habitation,  and  the  Committee  suggest  their  demolition. 
None  are  empty. 
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Court  No.  4. — Ship  Inn  Yard. — There  are  two  cottages  and  a 
house  and  shop  in  this  court,  the  latter  being  empty.  The 
property  is  situated  behind  the  Ship  Inn,  and  is  in  close  proximity 
to  the  stabling,  conveniences,  etc.,  and  is  certainly  not  a  desirable 
site  for  residences.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  prohibit  the  use  of  any  of  the  property  as 
dwellings. 

Court  No.  10.- -There  used  to  be  several  cottages  in  this  yard, 
but  now  the  same  are  all,  with  the  exception  of  one,  used  as 
outbuildings  only.  The  Committee  suggest  that  this  be  closed. 


CHAPEL  STREET. 

Court  No.  1. — There  are  six  cottages  in  this  court,  all  of  the 
back  to  back  type,  and  approached  by  means  of  a  narrow  covered 
entry.  It  is  a  fairly  open  yard,  and  the  Committee  suggest  that 
the  three  back  cottages  be  added  to  the  three  front  ones  so  as  to 
make  them  through  houses,  and  that  the  Council’s  requirements 
be  enforced.  One  of  the  cottages  was  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  2. — There  are  two  cottages,  one  a  good-sized  one, 
the  other  merely  the  back  portion  of  No.  10,  Chapel-street,  and  the 
Committee  suggest  that  this  cottage  be  added  to  same,  so  as  to 
make  a  through  house.  The  paving,  draining,  and  conveniences 
were  found  to  be  in  a  very  bad  state,  and  the  Council’s  requirements 
should  be  enforced. 

Court  No.  3. — There  are  eight  cottages  approached  by  means 
of  a  narrow  entry,  the  paving,  conveniences,  and  general  sanitary 
arrangements  were  found  to  be  bad,  and  the  Committee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  better  to  demolish  the  whole  lot,  so  as  to 
allow  of  good  cottages  being  erected  to  front  the  street.  Two  of 
the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  4. — There  are  two  good-sized  cottages  in  this  court, 
which  is  approached  by  means  of  a  narrow  covered  entry  leading 
past  the  back  entrance  to  a  beerhouse.  This  is  a  very  objectionable 
feature. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  it  would  be  much  better  if  the 
approach  to  this  property  could  be  improved,  such  as  by  making  a 
cart  passage  on  the  other  side  of  the  beerhouse,  such  passage  to 
serve  for  both  the  secondary  means  of  access  to  the  cottages 
suggested  to  be  built  on  the  site  of  Court  3,  and  the  two  cottages 
in  Court  No.  3. 

Court  No.  5. — There  is  only  one  cottage  in  this  court,  and  the 
Council’s  regulations  are  being  carried  out  with  regard  to  same. 
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Court  No.  6. — There  are  seven  cottages,  all  good  structurally, 
but  most  dismal  and  devoid  of  a  sufficiency  of  free  air  space  anti 
light.  The  court  is  approached  by  means  of  a  narrow  covered 
entry,  and  as  the  backs  of  the  adjoining  cottages  in  Court  No.  7, 
form  a  blank  wall  two  storeys  in  height,  which  is  only  three  feet 
distance  from  the  front  doors  and  windows  of  the  cottages  in  this 
court,  the  Committee  can  suggest  no  other  remedy  than  demolishing 
same.  Three  of  the  cottages  were  empty  at  date  of  visit. 

Court  No.  7. — There  are  seven  cottages  in  this  yard,  all  in 
occupation,  the  cottages  are  without  through  ventilation,  but  the 
redeeming  feature  of  same  is  that  they  have  plenty  of  open  space 
in  front.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  site  of  cottages 
in  Court  6  should  be  added,  so  as  to  form  back  yards,  and  the 
cottages  should  be  converted  into  through  houses. 


WIGAN  ROAD. 

Court  No.  1. — There  are  nine  cottages  in  this  court,  all  occupied, 
which  has  been  considerably  improved  of  recent  years  by  taking 
down  a  front  cottage  to  improve  the  entrance  and  carrying  out 
other  sanitary  improvements. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  the  Council’s  requirements,  as  per 
circular,  should  be  enforced. 

Court  No.  3. — This  property,  consisting  of  three  cottages,  all 
occupied,  has  also  been  greatly  improved,  the  whole  area  of  the  large 
open  yard  having  been  ashphalted.  The  Committee  suggest  that  the 
Council’s  requirements  as  to  conveniences  should  be  enforced. 

The  above  properties  were  inspected  on  the  25th  of  September  last. 


HANTS  LANE. 

Court  No.  1. — There  are  two  back  to  back  cottages,  both 
occupied,  in  this  court,  and  the  Committee  suggest  that  the  same  be 
added  to  the  cottages  fronting  Court  3. 

Court  No.  3. — There  are  11  cottages  in  this  court,  six  of  which 
are  in  a  ruinous  condition  and  unoccupied.  The  Committee  suggest 
that  the  four  at  the  bottom  be  demolished  so  as  to  increase  the  air 
space,  and  that  the  Council’s  requirements  be  enforced  as  regards 
the  seven  allowed  to  remain. 

Court  No.  5. — Martins  Square. — There  are  10  good-sized 
cottages  in  this  yard,  all  occupied,  which  have  received  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  attention  of  recent  years,  and  the  Committee 
are  of  opinion  that  if  the  Council’s  requirements  are  complied 
with,  this  property  may  be  allowed  to  remain. 
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Court  No.  2. — There  are  12  cottages  in  this  yard,  which  is 
fairly  open  both  at  back  and  front.  The  Committee  suggest  that 
Cottage  No.  7,  empty  at  date  of  visit,  be  demolished  to  give  more 
free  air  space,  and  also  that  the  roof  of  No.  18  be  raised  so  as  to 
increase  the  height  of  the  bedroom. 

The  Council’s  requirements  have  been  complied  with  as  regards 
the  seven  cottages  at  the  top,  and  the  Committee  are  of  opinion 
that  they  should  be  enforced  as  regards  those  to  be  allowed  to 
remain. 


SOUTHPORT  ROAD. 

Court  No.  1. — Chadwick' s  Yard. — There  are  eight  cottages  in 
this  yard,  six  of  which  are  back  to  back,  and  the  Committee 
suggest  that  the  three  cottages  at  the  back  be  added  to  the  front 
ones,  so  as  to  convert  them  into  good-sized  through  houses.  The 
Council’s  requirements  to  be  enforced. 

One  cottage  was  empty  at  date  of  'visit. 


GREEN  LANE. 

Court  No.  3.  —  Collop  Row. — This  is  a  good  block  of  property 
'vvhich  has  been  sadly  neglected.  There  are  22  cottages,  six  of 
which  were  empty  at  date  of  visit.  The  cottages  on  the  left  hand 
or  north  side,  are  all  through  houses,  but  the  yard  area,  drainage, 
spouting,  conveniences,  and  general  sanitary  arrangements  were 
found  to  be  in  a  very  bad  state.  The  cottages  on  the  south  side 
have  no  back  door,  but  as  the  owner  has  land  at  the  rear  of 
same,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  be  made  into  through 
houses.  The  area  fronting  the  two  blocks  is  unpaved. 

The  Committee  suggest  that  all  the  houses  should  be  converted 
into  through  houses,  that  the  doors  to  No.  17  and  18  be  made  to 
face  the  front  instead  of  being  at  the  side  as  at  present,  and  that 
the  Council’s  requirements  as  to  pavements,  conveniences,  etc.,  be 
enforced.  Five  of  the  cottages  were  untenanted  at  date  of  visit. 

The  above  properties  were  inspected  on  the  26th  September  last. 


ST.  HELENS  ROAD  AND  CHAPEL  WALK. 

There  is  a  block  of  buildings  comprising  five  cottages,  which  are 
all  in  occupation.  The  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  there  is  an 
insufficiency  of  free  air  space  in  connection  with  this  property,  and 
suggest  that  No.  2  House,  Court  1,  St.  Helens  Road,  and  No.  1 
House,  Chapel  Walk,  which  are  both  back  to  back,  the  former 
being  very  dark,  should  be  converted  into  one  through  house. 
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In  the  course  of  their  inspection  the  Committee  found  a  very 
great  number  of  cases  where  poultry  was  kept  under  most 
unsatisfactory  conditions,  and  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
Council  should  take  stringent  measures  to  prevent  the  continuance 
of  the  nuisance,  and,  should,  if  possible,  obtain  powers  in  the  form 
of  a  bye-law  prohibiting  the  keeping  of  poultry  and  pigeons  within 
a  prescribed  distance  of  any  dwelling-house. 

The  Committee  also  regrets  to  notice  the  number  of  cases  where 
much  of  the  free  air  space  in  the  form  of  yards  is  curtailed  by  the 
erection  of  wooden  sheds  for  the  keeping  of  poultry,  pigeons, 
rabbits,  and  other  animals;  and  is  of  opinion  that  the  Council 
should  cause  such  erections  to  be  pulled  down. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  wish  to  state  that  the  difference  in 
the  condition  of  the  various  properties  was  found  to  be  most  marked. 

*  In  some  cases  the  property  was  found  to  be  well  kept,  nicely 
painted,  the  downspouting  in  order  and  generally  in  a  good  state  of 
repair;  whilst  in  others,  where,  perhaps,  the  buildings  and  general 
surroundings  were  less  open  to  objection  on  the  ground  of  free  air 
space,  yet  it  was  found  that  the  property  had  been  allowed  by  the 
owners  or  their  agents,  together  with  the  tenants,  to  get  into  a  very 
bad  state  of  neglect,  the  walls  and  chimneys  requiring  repairing 
and  pointing,  the  roofs  leaky,  the  downspouts  stopped  up  or  non¬ 
existent,  the  windows  broken,  and,  generally  speaking,  everything 
allowed  to  go  to  rack  and  ruin. 

It  is  not  a  matter  for  surprise  to  the  Committee  to  find  many  of 
such  cottages  either  untenanted  or  occupied  by  a  very  undesirable 
class  of  tenants. 


I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  C.  IVY, 
Assoc.  Mem.  Inst.  C.E. 


Approved  and  adopted  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Insanitary  Property 
Committee ,  26th  October ,  1900.  R.  WALKER ,  THOS.  BALL , 
C.  E.  ELLIS,  THOS .  0.  WILLIAMS,  J.  II.  DICKINSON. 


